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easily rolled away. Why should we labour such a point?
To pin the Parsi down to historical accuracy here is only like
urging points of Higher Criticism in a Christian sermon, which
should be too busy with first things to spare time for the
secondary. If the Parsi does strain the interpretation of the
Later Avesta in his eagerness to reconcile it with Zara-
thushtra's authoritative doctrine, ought not we to be simply
thankful ? We have only to remember that the Gathas are
for him decisive, and where their teaching is plain the later
bopks, being also sacred, must be interpreted in harmony with
them. It is after all just the line that was taken till our own
generation by Christian orthodoxy about Old Testament
doctrine which conflicted with the New. Nor should we
forget that our poor opinion of the Vendidad ought not to
take us too far in depreciation of the Magian religion. The
Magi were the depositaries of the Treasure that was accounted
worthy to be laid at the feet of Christ; and if they had that
treasure in earthen vessels, they preserved it well enough to
merit our gratitude. To our regret that Wilson knew nothing
of the preciousness of the Gathas we cannot but add our
wonder that he did not use in his earnest pleading with the
Parsis the matchless story of the Magi who followed the gleam
and found their Lord and ours.

From this point of view then let us scan afresh the leading
doctrines of Parsi religion, and see how they look in the light
of Christianity* And first the doctrine of God. Our earlier
study showed that His unity was taught by Zarathushtra with
the utmost emphasis, and that he added the most valuable
corollary of diversity within the unity. So far the doctrine is
remarkably parallel with that of the Old Testament. The
relation of Aramaiti to Mazdah strikingly resembles that of
Wisdom to Yahweh in Proverbs. Phrases like that in which
'Mercy and Truth' are united, * Righteousness and Judge-
ment ', God's ' Favour' and ' Life', bring the conceptions of
the Ameshaspands before us. Light, Truth, Holiness, and
Wisdom are scarcely more prominent in the Old Testament